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ABSTRACT:  “Comparison Of Excel2007 And Word2007 With Older Versions”:  
The new versions of Excel and Word don’t use drop-down menus or toolbars - and that's just one of many differences (improvements???) between Office2007 and older versions.  Using two computers - one running Office2007 and another running Office2003- Paul S. Natanson demonstrates some of the new features in Excel2007, Word2007, and PowerPoint2007 and compares them with older versions.
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Comparison Of Excel2007 And Word2007 With Older Versions
History
(
1989:  MS/Word 1.0 - - -



-
2 toolbars



-
~100 menu commands

(
1995:  MS/Word 95 - - -



-
9 toolbars



-
~900 commands

(
2003:  MS/Word 2003 - - -



-
31 toolbars



-
~1,000 menu items



-
~1,500 menu commands (including many “orphans” not assigned to toolbars or menus)
(
2007:  Office 2007



-
No more toolbars



-
No more drop-down menus



-
Previously hidden clutter is exposed and discoverable – especially to beginners. 

New features in MOST (but not all) Office2007 applications
(
Geared toward novice users to the detriment of power users.

•
“Ribbon” replaces pulldown menus and toolbars. (Outlook not fully converted)


-
For example, Office 2003 has about 1,500 commands available in about 20 toolbars and about 10 pulldown menus.  The ribbon replaces all of that.



-
Microsoft claims that the ribbon exposes more items and makes them easier to find.  I disagree.  I think that the ribbon makes things look more cluttered and difficult to find.

(
A common call to the Microsoft help-line asks how to go back to the old classic look.

(
The OFFICE BUTTON (a.k.a. the orb) replaces the FILE menu and contains commands like OPEN, SAVE, and other commands that are common to all office applications. 

(
Unlike the old menu and toolbar system, the RIBBON is not easily customized.
(
Quick Access Toolbar – replaces other toolbars.  Limited customization of button-face icons.

(
Many commands that were on the INSERT menu (in older versions) have been moved to several different locations thus making them difficult to find for experienced users.

(
New PREPARE item includes a document inspector to help find and remove things like hidden text, hidden rows and columns, hidden worksheets, hidden meta-data, headers and footers, previous revision marks, reviewer comments, etc.  Doing this helps the user to find and remove potentially embarrassing or proprietary information so that the document can be finalized for release. 

(
Can save files in .PDF or .XPS formats.

(
Custom macros are more difficult to launch 

(
Zoom slide bar (at bottom right of most application windows)
(
Selection preview features means that you don’t need to try and un-do so often. 

(
Selecting / highlighting text brings up a mini-toolbar for quick formatting.
(
Switching ribbon tabs takes longer than switching menus did.

(
On 2007 version, can still use the ALT key, followed by old (2003) ALT path, to access new ribbon items.  This is called “using access keys from Office 2003 in Ribbon programs”.  For example, the old menu path for Tools | Options can still be accessed by keying in Alt, T, O even though 2007 no longer contains a TOOLS item.

(
Favorite files can be “pinned” to the file | open | recent launcher 
(analogous the old WORK menu)

(
File formats and file name extensions (like .doc for Word documents and .xls (for Excel workbooks)  have been replaced by - - -  

+
.xlsx 
 Excel file stored as XML (extensible mark-up language) 
 
+
.xlsm 
 macro enabled Excel file
 
+
.docx 
 Word file stores as XML
By storing graphics/images, text, formatting etc in separate XML files, documents are less subject to becoming corrupt and also results in much smaller file sizes (about half).

(
Better/faster more integrated search feature (almost like in Vista) 

(
Just as Microsoft’s free VIEWERS allowed anyone to view an Office2003 file (even people who do not have Office2003), the free Office2007 compatibility pack allows owners of older versions to open Office2007 documents.  The compatibility pack downloads automatically, when needed, or can be downloaded manually from the Microsoft web site. 

(
Microsoft claims that the ribbon exposes more items (that were previously difficult to find) and takes up less space than the old menu system.  I disagree on both counts. 


As an example of a previously easily available menu that is now hidden - - - In Outllook2007, the command path to edit an email (after opening it) is now:  



Message|Actions|OtherActions|EditMessage


In Outlook2003 this menu item was a LOT easier to find and use.

(
But there are literally hundreds of commands not on the ribbon.  To find them and install them on your quick launch bar, right click on the quick launch bar and select CUSTOMIZE.  Then, from the pull-down menu, select commands not on the ribbon.
Old features that are no longer supported
(
Voice features:  The easily accessible voice features (text-to-speech and speech-to-text) of Excel2003 (and earlier) and Word2003 (and earlier) are either missing or unfindable in the Office2007 version although some can be activated programmatically through VBA programming code.  Additionally, if both Office2003 and 2007 are installed on the same computer then the voice features of Office2003 will stop working. 
(
Some help screens have been eliminated.  For example, in Excel2007 (and older versions), pressing F1 (to bring up the HELP feature) and searching for format painter easily finds information about the format painter tool.  However, in the Excel2007, I can find no help about this tool even though the tool still exists on the clipboard group in the home tab of the ribbon.

More things I don’t like, in general, about all Office2007 products
(
Difficult to see application window boundaries.  To change the default colors of your Office suite, open any Office2007 application (Word2007, Excel2007, etc.) and click the “orb” and select ApplicationOptions (at the bottom right of the pop-up menu).  Then, in the left margin, select POPULAR.  Finally select one of the three available color schemes (blue, silver, or black).  But the black color scheme is ugly, and the other two (blue and silver) cause open windows to have very poorly defined borders.  When two open applications have overlapping windows, it is difficult to see where one window ends and the other begins or even to tell which window is active.  And, the customizable display properties and themes of WinXP (such as the color of the title bar of the active window) have no effect on Office2007 applications.  

(
Unavailable features:  Some features (like text to speech and speech to text) are no longer available.

(
Ribbons:  Ribbons are cluttered, illogically arranged, and can’t be customized.

(
Quick launch bar:  Button faces on the quick lunch bar are not very customizable.

New features in Excel2007
(
More columns: Finally have enough columns to assign one to every day of the year.  
 

-
Old version (2003 and earlier) was
256 columns    x
65,536 rows.  
 

-
New (2007) version is 
16,384 columns    x 
1,048,576 rows. 

(
New conditional formats are actually pretty useful.  Easy to spot unusual or rogue values.
(
Home | FormatAsTable – Creates useful auto-filters for filtering displayed data.  
(In older versions, some of these features were in the Data|DataBase menu 
and/or the Data|List and/or the Data|Filter menu. 

(
Office|Publish command controls what others can see in your published document.  For example, you can show calculated results but hide proprietary formulae.  (Works in Word too.)

(
Multi-level sorts now have up to 64 levels of tie-breaking sub sorts.  (Can even sort by color.)
(
Charts (including pivot charts) are easier to create and modify and have more options.

(
Can create custom data markers in charts
(
More powerful statistical analyses and curve-fitting tools 

(
Temporary semi-auto-stop when dragging cells to bottom of column so don’t over-shoot. 

(
Better digital signature – Insert | SignatureLine – Forces the signature to be removed before a signed document can be edited.  (This is an easier-to-use enhancement of the Tool | Options | Security | DigitalSignatures feature that was present in older versions.)  Applies not just to Excel andWord, but to other Office applications as well.
Grievances about Excel 2007
(
Cluttered illogically organized ribbon.  Can’t find stuff among the cluttered mess.

(
Some HELP items that were available in Excel2003 are no longer available in Excel2007 - - - 



-
For example, there is no help on



+
custom number format codes 




+
data input forms




+
text to speech and speech to text

(
Some features (like speech to text and text to speech) are no longer available

(
Long formulae that take up more than one line in the formula bar no longer show entire formula automatically.  Default is to show only the first line.

(
When stretching a line or arrow that was drawn in Excel2003 file, can’t preserve the line’s (or arrow’s) direction (e.g., by holding down the CONTROL key while stretching).

(
Data|Form, Camera, and other items that were on the drop down menus or on toolbars in the older versions are not on the ribbon and are not easy to find.  For example, to install the FORMS or CAMERA commands on the quick launch bar, right click on the quick launch bar and select CUSTOMIZE.  Then find FORM… (or CAMERA, etc.) among the hundreds of commands not on the ribbon and click the ADD button. 

New features in Word2007
(
Easier to use equation editor – Insert | Equation  (Will  not work in COMPATABILITY mode.) 
(
Can save in Adobe PDF format.  

(
Pop-up formatting toolbar when hovering near selected text.

(
Word count information appears in status bar.

(
Building blocks combines and replaces auto-text and similar features 

(
The compare documents feature is more user friendly than in Word2003.

(
Citation wizard forces correct formatting and makes it easy to re-use citations. 
References | Citation 
(
Digital signature – Insert | SignatureLine – Forces the signature to be removed before a signed document can be edited.  (This is an easier-to-use enhancement of the Tool | Options | Security | DigitalSignatures feature that was present in older versions.)  Applies not just to Excel andWord, but to other Office applications as well. 
Confusing features in Word2007
(
To insert a page break:  In older versions of WORD, this was easily done by selecting Insert | Break … from the INSERT pulldown menu.  However, in Word2007, this feature now appears in to different places on the ribbon - - - 

-
Insert | PageBreak - Inserts a page break quickly using Word’s default options
 
-
PageLayout | Breaks – Allows a more detailed selection of page break options

(
Quick parts (in Word2007) replaces auto-text, auto-correct, etc. (in older versions) 
 
and is now much more difficult to find 


-
To create (new) or edit (old) auto-text or auto-correct in Word2003 (and earlier versions) 




+
Tools | AutoCorrtedctOptions | AutoCorrect 
 



+
or Tools | AutoCorrtedctOptions | AutoText  


-
To create (new) or edit (old) auto-text or auto-correct in Word2007
 



+
Click the MS/Office Orb and select WordOptions and Proofing. 
 



+
Click AutoCorrect Options.

Grievances about Word2007
(
In draft mode, cant see user-inserted required page breaks unless viewing of hidden characters (like spaces) is also turned on. 

(
There is no more NORMAL view mode (which allowed easy viewing of page breaks).  And DRAFT mode does not allow viewing of photos and other graphics.  To see graphics, must use PRINT LAYOUT mode which includes annoying white space between pages. 

New features in PowerPoint2007
(
Much easier to add text items to a graphic “smart art” item that already contains several other text items.  (Also works with smart art inserted into Excel and Word documents too.) 
New features in Outlook2007
(
Can preview an attachment (like a Word document or an Excel workbook) within the Outlook mail preview window without launching the application (Excel, Word, etc.) for the attachment.

(
Can receive and preview voice mail and faxes in your in-box.

(
Easier to search emails for any text string

(
Customizable, searchable, and sortable follow-up tags and action items.

(
Can show multiple side-by-side calendars.  Computer highlights mutually available slots for group meetings.

References And Sources Of Additional Information

(
An Introduction to Microsoft Office 2007 by David Soll, Omicron Consulting.  Presented at the Trenton Computer Festival (TCF) (http://www.tcf-nj.org/web/TCF-2007-Talks-and-Forums-Saturday.html) on Saturday, April 28, 2007 

(
What’s New In Excel 2007 



Microsoft webpage: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/HA100738731033.aspx 




Sub-sections (anchors) on the above Microsoft web page - - 





Results-oriented user interface 

· More rows and columns, and other new limits 

· Office themes and Excel styles 

· Rich conditional formatting 

· Easy formula writing 

· New OLAP formulas and cube functions 

· Improved sorting and filtering 

· Excel table enhancements 

· New look for charts 

· Shared charting 

· Easy-to-use PivotTables 

· Quick connections to external data 

· New file formats 

· Better printing experience 

· New ways to share your work 

· Quick access to more templates 



For even more What’s New info, do a Google search for - - - Excel 2007 what's new
(
What’s New In Word 2007 – Help and How-To 



Microsoft webpage:  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/HA100742241033.aspx


For even more What’s New info, do a Google search for - - - Word 2007 what's new
(
Microsoft webcast - - - Tips for Excel2007 



-
http://msevents.microsoft.com/cui/WebCastEventDetails.aspx?culture=en-US&EventID=1032358580&CountryCode=US  



-
or http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=7997579
(
Interactive Office reference guides – Convert classic menu items to 2007 ribbon items



-
Word 2003 to Word 2007



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=9044790b-4e24-4277-b714-66d7b18d0aa1&displaylang=en&tm


-
Excel 2003 to Word 2007



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=89718ABD-2758-47B3-9F90-93788112B985&displaylang=en


-
Outlook 2003 to Word 2007



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=CC37CC1E-028D-4D30-9093-96CC6513ECA1&displaylang=en


-
Powerpoint 2003 to Word 2007



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=BEF41DC3-8E28-4282-82D4-CEC2F416CD40&displaylang=en
(
Add a get-started tab to your Word 2007 Ribbon to help you convert from Word 2003


-
This add-in adds a Get Started tab to the Microsoft Office Word 2007 Ribbon.  




Commands on this tab give you easy access to free content on Office Online, such as training courses, video demos, and other Office Online content designed to help you learn Word 2007 quickly. An Office Online interactive command mapping tool, also available on the Get Started tab, shows you where to find Word 2003 buttons and commands in Word 2007. Office Online Community discussions are also available directly from Word with this add-in.



http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=F587370C-FDAE-4EDE-B528-AC58031A5DFF&displaylang=en
(
2007 Microsoft Office System



+
2007 Microsoft Office system courses - http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=8596797 



+
25 Word demos to get you started! - http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=8596798 



+
Create mailing labels for an address list in Excel 2007 - http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=8596799


+
Getting started with Excel 2007 - http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=8596848
Some of my Paul S. Natanson’s) personal grievances about Office 2007

The following is a condensed version of a document that can be found on my personal master desktop home office computer at - - - 

C:\Documents and Settings\Paul S. Natanson\
My Documents\Word\Misc\Computer\Office2007Grievances.docx
Grievances About Office2007
(and suggested improvements)
By:
Paul S. Natanson - 22 Lexington road, Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920-2310 

Ph: 1-908-630-+0406   Email  PAUL628@concentric.net     April 4, 2007.  Updated 4-20-07
Excel2007 and Word2007
(
Can’t do very much customization of the quick launch toolbar


-
Can’t customize the button images or show text on the button face


-
Compared to the 2003, versions, the 2007 version no longer allows me to launch popular self-written macros with single mouse clicks in a toolbar with easily identifiable button images. This is a giant step backwards.


-
I have many self-written custom macros.  When I had Office 2003, - - -  






-
Some were assigned to keyboard shortcuts






-
Some were assigned to custom dropdown menus or drop down menu items






-
Some were assigned to custom toolbar buttons on custom toolbars (with different custom toolbars assigned to my various workbooks.



Now that I have upgraded switched to Office2007, launching my custom macros (which I wrote to save time) has become very difficult and time-consuming.

(
Navigation between the seven or eight different ribbon groups (or tabs) is extremely slow – much slower than version 2003 was when using the arrow keys to navigate between pulldown menus.

(
Recently used file list - - - 



-
Allowing recently used files to be “pinned” to the recent file menu was a good idea.  But that is actually a step backward from the optional “WORK” menu add-in in the 2003 version.  To make that feature more useful, please allow users to modify the ORDER of the pinnings.  For example, even though my favorite file is now pinned to the recent files menu, it’s position (among my 20 recent files) keeps changing and makes it very difficult to find.  I would like my pinned files to always appear on the top of the list in an order determined by me.



-
4-7-07:  When trying to open a document by clicking on it in the recently-used-document list, if the document cannot be found, then it should be deleted from the list like in the oldest versions of Word and Excel.  A file that no longer exist should NOT remain on the recent file list after the first attempt to find and re-open it fails.  



-
5-30-07:  There should be an easy way (e.g., by right-clicking) to remove files from the recently used file list.

(
5-30-07:  Ribbon items are cluttered and difficult to find.  Yes, I know that I can hide the ribbon when not in use, but few people do that.  Meanwhile, the items on the ribbon appear very cluttered and difficult to find.  The old menu system was a lot cleaner and simpler.

(
Clearly, Office2007 is designed to make things easier for novice users to the detriment of power users.  I guess that power users just don’t count.  As a power user, I frequently give instructional courses on how to use the various Office products.  But, Office2007’s loss of functionality for power users makes me reluctant to promote these newer apps to my students.  Powers users are the very people who novices call when they run into trouble and/or when then need recommendations and/or advice about Microsoft products.  But, when it comes to the design of Office2007 apps, it seems (to me) that Microsoft has forsaken its power users and underestimated their value to Microsoft.  

(
June 8, 2007:  Language Bar is difficult to find.  The “Language Bar” and other dictation and read-back features for the included voice recognition software is even more difficult to find in Word2007 and Excel2007 (with WinXP) than it was with the older (2003) versions of Excel and Word.  And the HELP systems in Excel2007, Word2007, and WindowsXP are nearly useless for solving this problem.  Need to make it a LOT easier to launch the voice recognition stuff for dictation and read-back in Word2007 and Excel2007. 

Excel2007
(
Example:  In Excel2003 I could launch my show-page-breaks macro with a single mouse click on my custom toolbar.  But in Excel2007, I can find no simple path to turn this view feature on and off.  Why isn’t this option in the VIEW section of the Excel2007 ribbon?

(
In the same way that column and row headings are highlighted when a selecting a cell (or group of cells), similar highlighting (maybe in a different color) should be shown indicating the row and column of the destination during a drag and drop operation or when building a formula by clicking on cells that will be referenced by the selected cell in which the formula is being built.

(
When a formula is too long to fit in Excel’s formula bar (i.e., when it the formula occupies more lines than are presently viewable in the formula bar), then the formula bar should be highlighted in red (or other color) to indicate that it needs to be expanded to show more lines before the entire formula can be viewed.  Or, the height of the formula bar should expand automatically (like in Excel2003) to accommodate the multi-line formula.

(
When spell checking a highlighted/selected section of a text box, the spell checker also checks the previous text box.  Spell checking should be restricted to the selected/highlighted text and should NOT include stuff outside the selected area.  When the spell checker finds an error, the dialogue box should list the row/column coordinates of the cell containing the error.  If the error is in a text box, then some method of identifying that should be included as well.  The identification of the cell or text box containing the error should appear in the spell checker dialogue box.  

(
Just as it did in Excel2003, holding down the SHIFT key after clicking on the tip of an annotation arrow (to click and drag to extend or reduce its length) should lock the arrow’s orientation to the nearest of the following angles: 
 
-
preserve current orientation,
 
-
perfectly vertical, 
 
-
perfectly horizontal, 
 
-
an integer multiple of 45 degrees.
Even with the lock to grid option turned on, I cannot get that type of auto-shape behavior to occur consistently and repeatedly.  This needs t be fixed.

(
When using the DRAW SHAPES tool to draw annotation arrows on Excel, the user should be able to set the default presets and end styles.  It is very annoying that each time I draw an arrow, I need to go back and remove the SHADOW that is preset by default.

(
Instead of allowing for only one screen-split in each direction (one vertical split and one horizontal split), Excedl2007 should allow for multiple screen splits in each direction.

(
In Excel2007 where is the DATA|FORM input feature that was present in Excel2003 and older versions?  I liked that feature, but can’t find it in the 2007 version.

(
May 17, 2007:  Can’t find or re-open the file recovery/repair pane once it is closed.  I have many workbooks that contain auto-open macros that run automatically when the workbook is opened.  Running those macros seems to close the auto-recovery task pane which sometimes appears after Excel crashes.  The pane closes even though it still contains links to other files for which I have not yet reviewed the repair status.  I know this because when I close Excel, it tells me that the auto-recovery task pane still contains un-reviewed files and it asks me if I want to see the list in the auto-recovery task pane the next time that Excel opens.  Although I know that the auto-recovery task pane still contains files that I have not yet reviewed, I can find no way to re-open that pane after I have closed it unless I fully close and re-open Excel.

(
May 26, 2007:  There should be an easy way to copy text color from one block of text to another – especially for unusual colors and for colors that do not appear on the list of recently used colors.

(
5-30-07:  Very difficult to find the insert comment command.  The Ribbon is cluttered and items are difficult to find.  Items are NOT where expected.  For example, in the old menu system, the Insert|Comment item was easy to find because it was in a logically expected place.  But, with the new ribbon, I first looked under the INSERT tab, but it was not there.  Then I looked in the INSERT section of the CELLS group of the HOME tab, but it was not there either.  I finally found it under the REVIEW tab.  Not at all where I expected to find it,  You guys really ruined a good product.  I am VERY disappointed.

(
7-10-07:  Footers are cropped if they extend, even slightly, outside the page margins.  In older versions this was not a problem and footers could have different (wider or narrower) margins than the main body of the page.  Headers and footers should be allowed to be wider than the main body of the page without fear of being cropped.

(
8-26-07:  Custom Global Functions Don’t Work.  Custom functions do not work unless stored in the active workbook from which they are called.  Functions stored in the PERSONAL workbook work only when called from that workbook and are NOT available globally although they should be, like in older versions.

Word2007
(
While the “Find and Replace” dialogue box is open in Word2007, the cut/copy-and-paste commands work, but click and drag does not.  Should be able to click and drag text in a Word2007 document whenever the cut/copy-and-paste menu options are available, including times when the FindAndReplace dialogue box is open, just like in Excel.

(
I disagree with Microsoft’s claim that the Word2007 ribbon items are organized in logical, easy-to-find, discoverable places.  For example, in Word2007, the insert-page-break button is in the insert tab (where is should be).  But the insert section break button is in the page layout tab.  This makes the insert-section-break button much more difficult to find in Word2007 than it was in Word2003.

(
April 10, 2007:  Like in Word2003, the WordOptions|Display choices should allow for the user to see page break formatting character marks without having to also see/select spaces as well. 

(
April 16, 2007:  What happened to the options regarding the display of field codes.  In Word2003 I could find my field codes easily (without toggling their display) because Word2003 gave me the option of showing field codes either by hovering over them or by showing them on a shaded background.  I can find a similar option in Word2007.  Without a quick way to identify field codes, I sometimes delete them by mistake, thinking that they are ordinary text.  Need a quick way to distinguish field codes from ordinary text while still showing the calculated results (i.e., without turning on the code display).

(
May 17, 2007:  The button to un-hide a hidden sheet in a workbook should be in the VIEW group.  This would be in addition to where it is already located (and quite difficult to find) in the context-sensitive menu that comes up when right-clicking on a sheet tab name.

Outlook2007
(
Some previously easily available menu features are now hidden.  For example, in Outllook2007, the command path to edit an email (after opening it) is now:  



Message|Actions|OtherActions|EditMessage


In Outlook2003 this menu item was a LOT easier to find and use.

(
Outlook2007:  The REMINDERS window should include a field chooser so the user can decide what columns to show in that dialogue box.  For example, the user should be able to add a “Due Date” column.  (Note that the “Due Date” is NOT the same as the already existing “Due In” column.)

(
In the REMINDERS window, clicking on the column headings should sort the list – just like in most other Office applications.  The user should able to sort the list by any of the following:  
 
-
due date (which is NOT the same as the already existing “Due In” field) 
 
-
alphabetically 
 
-
previous snooze time 
 
-
next alarm reminder date/time 
 
- 
category 
 
-
importance 
 
-
other fields in the field chooser.

(
In Outlook2007, we need a way to find ALL snoozed reminders and sort them by time-remaining-till-next-reminder and also by snooze-time (or both) so can easily find and change ones that were accidentally snoozed too long.  For example, I once intended to snooze a group of about 20 reminders (some from my TASKS list and some from my CALENDAR list) for an additional 14 days (while on vacation), but accidentally typed in 140 days.  Finding and fixing all 20 was a great chore.  A feature that allows searching by snooze time or by next reminder date would have made this a lot easier.  Please provide an easy way to find and undo the 20 reminders that I accidentally snoozed too long.

(
OUTLOOK:  Need a way to view, search, and sort ALL “snoozed” reminders.  And need a way to sort that list, by “wake-up” alarm reminder date, due date, category, etc.  For example, I frequently select snooze an entire group of about 20 reminder for a few hours.  But sometimes, I make an error and snooze for a few weeks when I meant to snooze for only a few hours.  Being able to search and sort all snoozed reminders would make it easy to find and fix that kind of mistake and to change the wake-up reminder alarm times of items that are presently snoozed.

(
4-7-07:  When deleting a re-occurring TASK, the default (in the resulting dialogue box) should be to delete just this occurrence instead of deleting all.  This default already exists when deleting a re-occurring CALENDAR ITEM.  Just need to make same default behavior when deleting a re-occurring TASK.

(
4-21-07:  Editing a group distribution list.  Sometimes I create a distribution list by copying the “TO” header from an email that someone else sent to me.  Frequently, most of the information in that header is only email address and does NOT always include people’s names or nicknames.  After I paste the header info into my group distribution list, I have been able to edit the display names shown on the distribution list only for email addresses that are not already in my contact list address book.  But I have NOT been able to edit the display names (on the distribution list) for email addresses that are already in my address book.  Please provide an EASY way to create a user-friendly display name for email addresses that were copied and pasted from the header of an email for names that are already in my contact list address book.

(
8-22-07:  Outlook Calendar Reminders.  When setting reminders for a week of re-occurring meetings, should be allowed to have the reminder for the first day pop up several days before that event.  But under the present system, cannot set reminder for first occurrence differently from others in the series and cannot set reminder for the series any farther in advance than the time between reoccurrences.  In other words, under the present system, if I have a week of re-occurring meetings (spaced one day apart), I cannot set a reminder to pop up any earlier than one day before the first meeting.  This needs to be fixed.

(
9-18-07:  Outlook Send-Receive Status.  When showing the percent complete for the email send-receive status in the status bar, in addition to showing the percent complete, should also show the email account that that status pertains to.  My one outlook window handles about five email accounts and it is very frustrating to see the send-receive status cycle from zero to 100% five different times without knowing which account is currently being accesses or how many more accounts are left to go.

Internet Explorer (Version 7) - - - IE7

Yes, I know that this it not part of the Office suite, but I decided to include it here anyway.

(
8-15-07:  Just as Control + PageUp is the keyboard shortcut for tabbing through open worksheets in an Excel workbook, there should be a similar keyboard shortcut for cycling through open tab windows in IE7.

Conclusion:  

(
The main reason that I switched from Office2003 to Office2007 was because the new version of Excel finally provided enough columns to have one for each day of the year – a feature that I use in may of my stock investment tracking sheets.  Good job.  Thank you.

(
But, as a power user, I am very disappointed in the giant step backwards that Microsoft took when it comes to customizing the launch system for my personal macros (of which I have many).  As a minimum, the next  version should bring back custom toolbars with custom button images.  And, beyond this minimum requirement of mine, I hope that Microsoft will also bring back customizable drop-down menus or at least make it easier to customize the ribbon.  

(
As a power user, I give frequent presentations on Microsoft Office products and I look forward to a positive response to this wish list so that I can continue to seem enthusiastic, in front of my students, when discussing these Microsoft products.

More problems with Microsoft Office

The following is a condensed version of a document that can be found on my personal master desktop home office computer at - - - 

C:\Documents and Settings\Paul S. Natanson\
My Documents\Word\Misc\Computer\Office2007Grievances.docx
No warnings before over-riding Excel2003 keyboard shortcuts?

1) How do I get a list of all my Excel keyboard shortcuts?

I am disappointed that unlike Word2003, which gives a warning before

over-riding an existing keyboard shortcut (for example, when assigning a

macro to a keyboard shortcut), Excel2003 gives no such warning.  (I have not

yet tried this in Excel2007, but I expect the result to be the same as in

Excel 2003.)

I am also disappointed that unlike Word2003 and Word2007, which allows me to

run the "List Commands" command (which I can select from the "customize

toolbar" menu or the "customize quick-launch bar" menu) to see a list of all

keyboard shortcuts (except for custom shortcuts), I have found no similar

way to list all keyboard shortcuts in Excel2003.  And I have found no way in

either Word or Excel to get a list of all CUSTOM keyboard shortcuts.

Is there a way to get a list of all keyboard shortcuts

(including custom shortcuts) in Excel2003 and Excel2007.

Can’t see required page breaks in Word2007 unless other features are also viewed.
2) How do I get Word2007 to show required page breaks without also showing

other special formatting characters?

In Word2003 I could turn on (or off) the display of each special formatting

character (such as required/manual page breaks, automatic page breaks,

section breaks, paragraph returns, etc.) individually without affecting the

display of other special formatting characters.

But in Word2007 I cannot see required/manual page breaks unless I also turn

on the display of other special formatting characters.  

Is there a way to see required/manual page breaks in Word2007 without having

to display other special formatting characters?
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